Scheme for managing presumed head louse infestations

'Nits’ No
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discovered Do nothing

on hair?

inspect hair for live lice.
Compare samples to photos

on this web site.

Also, inspect all other people in
the house for live lice.

Preciodicaly

reinspect hair
for live lice.

(crawling) lice
on hair?

TREATMENT |

ad this perso

been treated with
parmethrin or

pyrethms within

Comb hair thoroughly with louse comb. Use hair
conditiener to ubricate halr and comb.

Most lice should be removed during this first combing.

Repeat every day or every few days. Each subsequent
combing will remove & portion of the remaining lice and
some that may have hatched in the interim.

Continue daily combing until no live Jice are discovered
for about 1 1/2 weeks.

Treatment with pediculicides may supplement or replace
combing.

Removal of remaining nits is a personal choice, as these
are likely to be all dead or hatched.

Change or launder pillow cases, pajamas, towels.

Apply 2n over-the-cournter
pediculicide that contains
permethrin or pyrethrins.

Yes Treat according to label
directions.

Change or launder pillow

or cases, pajamas, towels.

If tive lice persist, a second
apgplication may be needed
~10 days after the 1st
treatment.

Consult physician for
advice.

Periodically
reinspect hair
for live lice.

Yes

Y

Consult physician.

Consider prescription pedicuticides
{malathion or lindane}.

Obtain, read, understand and follow label
directions.

DO NOT OVERTREAT.

Removil of remaining nits is a personal
choice, as these are likely to be dead or
hatched.

Change or launder pillow cases, pajamas,
towels.




Images to assist in the identification of head lice and their eggs.
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/headlice.htmi

T abie ¢ Viable egg
" i ~1 day before hatching

Adult female louse &
on nit comb ™
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‘Pseudc-nit"
(Debris often confused
as eggs)

Dead egg
(>2 weeks old)
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